This research article will trace Rousseau"s influence on Wordsworth with especial reference to his poem The Prelude.
I. Introduction
Wordsworth was a native resident of the Lake District. His poetry describes a dynamic world in which people live in harmony with nature. Like Rousseau, Wordsworth believed that nature has a powerful influence on man and that the world of nature is a paradise of simplicity and joy. He believed that in the company of nature, man can think of no wrong and do no wrong because, "in that condition the essential passions of the heart find a better soil in which they can attain their maturity, are less under restraint,….because in that condition of life our elementary feelings co-exist in a state of greater simplicity, ….because in that condition the passion of men are incorporated with the beautiful and the permanent forms of nature."( Cited in Owen,1974 :71)1 For Wordsworth his birth place was a paradise he says:
But lovelier far than this Paradise Where I was rear'd; in Nature's primitive gifts Favor'd no less, and more to every sense Delicious, seeing that the sun and sky, The elements and seasons in their change Do find their dearest Fellow-labourer there, The heart of Man, a district on all sides
The fragrance breathing of humanity, Man free, man working for himself, with choice Of time, and place, and object; by his wants, His comfort, native occupations, cares, Conducted on to individual ends Or social, and still followed by train Unwoo'd unthought-of even, simplicity, And beauty, and inevitable grace. (98-110)
The poem begins with Wordsworth"s description of his childhood and boyhood experiences amid lovely natural surrounding. He traces the influence of nature on his personality. In childhood he used to love river Derwent because it tempered his "waywardness" and composed his thoughts. He says: There was a reciprocal relationship in which the more Wordsworth gave to nature in his openness and love, the more he received. Wordsworth "speaks not of "not of outward things," but of "passed within me" and of " my youthful mind." (Abrams,1971 :94)3 As a boy, Wordsworth"s delight in nature was coarse and animalistic. This stage can be called as instinctual one. Wordsworth"s childhood experiences involved some other incidents. These incidents provided him the moments when Wordsworth"s better Reason was overpowered by a strong desire. Wordsworth describes such activities in-order to illustrate those innumerable ways through which nature influenced him on his way to becoming a compassionate and a wise person. For instance once he stole another"s captive bird and then he heard some mysterious sounds coming from nowhere. He says:
…. when the deed was done I heard among the solitary hills Low breathing coming after me, and sounds Of undistinguishable motion, steps Almost as silent as the turf they trod.( Bk 1,321-325) After this experience he was pursued by sounds of breathing and of undistinguishable steps which were haunting his disturbed conscience. During that period Wordsworth experienced another such incidence. One beautiful summer evening, led by the attractions of nature Wordsworth untied a boat which was left behind by some other person and began to row it in order to steal it away. Wordsworth shares: The boy was troubled in conscience and was horror struck. He was profoundly unsettled by his inability to apprehend what happened on the lake. Moreover the mysterious occurrences made him see that nature lies partly beyond his ken, that there was an alien dimension to materiality which was beyond the grasp of living men. Wordsworth records dozens of such experiences, not for themselves; but for what his mind could learn from them. When Wordsworth recollected the natural scene"s emotional impact in tranquility, he recognized them, not for their beauty or anything else but for what they had become for him. The negative or the painful experiences were crucial to Wordsworth"s mental health. He believed that nature admonished him for failing to resist the mischievous urge. He believed that nature guided him and helped him understand and control his petty desires. Here after Wordsworth discovered that nature builds up the soul not with mean and vulgar works of man but with high objects and teaches how to recognize a grandeur in the beating of the heart. In The Tables Turned, Wordsworth says:
One impulse from a vernal wood May teach you more of man, Of moral evil and of good, Than all the sages can.
For Wordsworth, nature is the anchor of his purest thoughts and all his moral being. He believes that nature has a way of pricking the conscience and demonstrating morality for a wayward human. In Book 1 and Book2 , the principal message is that "nature is not alien to man, not a stranger to humans, rather there is a bond between nature and human consciousness, such that human consciousness can have the natural or ideal growth and development only in the communion between man and nature." Wordsworth talks about feeling a presence that dwells in everything in nature. This is a higher and a greater Power that is in control of the world and everything in it. When in Cambridge, unlike the "loyal students faithful to their books," who aspired academic glories, Wordsworth would wander across the fields and searched for universal things.
My powers and habits: let me dare to speak (98) A higher language, say that now I felt
The strength and consolation which were mine.
As if awaken'd, summon'd , rous'd, constrain'd, I looked for universal things; pursued The common countenance of earth and heaven; (110)
As Selincourt says, " there could hardly be stronger testimony to the soundness of his early education and the strength of his character than that he could pass unscratched through the Cambridge of his day."(Selincourt,lxiv)6 He lived in his own world, "…yet I was most rich-/I had a world about me-"twas my own;/I made it, for it only lived to me,/And to the God who sees into the heart."(143-146) His soul ascended to a path untreated before to a community with highest truth and he felt uplifted. Wordsworth wonders at the power of human soul and says:
O Heavens! How awful is the might of Souls, And what they do within themselves, while yet
The yolk of earth is new to them, the world Nothing but a wild field where they were sown. (180-184)
Wordsworth believed that there are ways of living that allow the fuller and better development of mind and heart. In book 2 of The Prelude he shares with his reader the mood and the dealings of his friends with one another during various games they played. In the company of nature, his contenders were not jealous or aggressive. When the race was over they all enjoyed the beauties of the surroundings. Later, he compares scholars of Cambridge with Nature"s child. In The Prelude, Nature"s child is a boy of Winander. As compared to the students of Cambridge he is happier and creative. His classroom is not a museum-like room, but the hills, lake, forest and his teachers are owls that he imitates. In In Book 5 of The Prelude he portrays himself as a child who schooled in nature rather than in spiritually vacuous urban environment. The boy imitates the call of owls: Wordsworth walked aimlessly through hills and winding paths. He felt that his journey was a "guide into eternity" and on the roads he met simple people which acquainted him with the variety of human passions "by words, looks, sighs, or tears, revealed. Wordsworth says that he learned more about human life from wandering through nature than from formal education. Nature strengthened and increased his understanding, gave him hope for future years and provided a balm for his injuries. The Prelude discusses sublimity of souls attained by putting aside the petty needs of ego and material distractions. It depicts the struggle of the mind to regain that 'blessed mood' in which the human mind irradiates and transforms the world which it perceives, giving life and meaning to what is considered dead. Wordsworth says: Nature stirs man"s imagination and clean his doors of perception, rescuing him from 'the visionary dreariness' of a life without joy." He claims that if man does not benefit from nature, the blame is ours and not of nature.
II. Conclusion
As Wordsworth grieves at man"s ineffectual hard work for "trifling recognition." He emphasizes the fact that man works hard to enjoy the eternal life but he foolishly adopts wrong means for the purpose. He criticizes the dry academic pursuits which are of no real worth on contrary they are the cause of man"s sadness. Wordsworth asserts that unhealthy approach to life can be altered through fruitful instruction. Dr Aleris Carrel says, "The born criminal…… does not exist…..there are born defectives…their moral sense has not developed. This disharmony in the world of consciousness is a phenomenon characteristic of our time. We have succeeded in giving organic health to the inhabitants of the modern city. But despite the immense sum spent on education, we have failed to develop completely their intellectual and moral activities….The happiest and most useful men consist of a well integrated whole of intellectual, moral, and organic activities ….It is only with such thoroughly developed individuals that a real civilization can be constructed.""(Carrel,137)8 Similarly Hazrat Ali (PBUH) said to his son, "A young heart is like virgin soil which accepts whatever kind of seed is sown in it. My son, I took opportunity offered by your childhood years for training you, before that your impressionable heart should become hardened and before that different things occupy your mind. In The Prelude Wordsworth feels glad that he was not reared in the artificial environment of urban life because it negatively effects the development of a child. He thought that children should grow in simplicity, truth, knowledge, imagination, which he thought is innate in man and guides him to most of the virtues and assist him in seeking perfection which forms his moral behaviour, and also passion, which he accepted "the supreme guide of life…the superior reason." ( Sarker,2001 :510)9 In The Prelude he says:
Simplicity in habit, truth in speech, Be these the daily strengthens of their mind; May books and Nature be their daily joy! And knowledge, rightly honoured with that nameKnowledge not purchased by the loss of power! (V.421-25)
In Book 3 of The Prelude Wordsworth expresses his disgust at the dry method of academic pursuits. For him scholars are "honest dunes" for running after worldly advancements which are of no real value in life. What Wordsworth objects to in Cambridge is slavery to intellectual competition-the principle that dominates the college. He says: 
